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Upcoming SOM meetings: 
3/2/17 
•  Grad Advisory @ 11am 
3/7/17 
•  Grad Advisory @ 11am 
•  Equipment @ 11am 
3/9/17 
•  His/The/Comp/Bus @ 11am 
•  Music Ed @ 11am 
3/21/17 
•  Scholarship @ 11am 
3/23/17 
•  Grad Advisory @ 11am 
•  Equipment @ 11am 
3/28/17 
•  Scholarship @ 11am 2/28/17 
3/30/17 
•  SFSC @ 11am 
4/4/17 
•  Faculty @ 11am 
4/6/17 
•  Grad Advisory @ 11am 
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Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order): 
Ama Oforiwaa Aduonum is currently in Ghana conducting field research while on 
sabbatical leave. She is also serving as Visiting Professor of  Ethnomusicology at the 
University of  Cape Coast, where she supervises graduate students and facilitates the 
graduate seminar and presentation series.  She presented a paper, "The Search for 
Ethnomusicological Pasts in African Slave Dungeons," in November 2016; she also 
performed "Song and Poetry for Edna" at the Elmina Slave Dungeons in October 2016.  
For her work for a school, its music program, and ideas for sustaining a performance 
tradition, the town's chiefs honored her by crowning her "Nkoso Hemaa, Queen Mother for 
Progress and Development" in January 2017.  Her stool name is "Nkoso Hemaa Nana 
Abena Asafoa I."  The Resident Theater Company at the University of  Ghana, Legon, 
premiered her play, "Walking With My Ancestors," in February 2017.  
Allison Alcorn participated in a panel presentation at the Illinois State University 
Teaching and Learning Symposium in January.  Her presentation was titled “Ready, AIM, 
Teach—Quality Matters in Online Courses.”  In February, she was honored to be a bell 
ringer in the Founders’ Day ceremony as well as finalized details for the School of  Music 
study abroad program “ISU Music in the UK,” based in London and Edinburgh this May-
June.  Allison has been particularly delighted this semester to be utilizing the new dry erase 
painted walls in CE 224 and 229 to enlarge active learning spaces in our music classrooms. 
IDS 121.03 students using the new dry erase wall in a Centennial East classroom.
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Mark Grizzard was commissioned by the University of  
Illinois to create a choral piece based on its alma mater, "Hail 
to the Orange," in celebration of  the university's 150th 
anniversary.  This piece, "Illinois Alma Mater," was premiered 
by the U of  I Chamber Singers at the Sesquicentennial 
Kickoff  program in Foellinger Great Hall on February 28, 
and will be released on the album "Illinois Sounds.” 
Kevin Hart and Friends recently played a concert for a new 
and exciting monthly jazz series at The Waterhouse 
Broadway Lounge in Peoria. His trio also performed at 
Baxter's in Champaign, and his Vibe Tribe at Lock Stock and 
Barrel in Decatur for their Saturday jazz series. 
Bill Koehler gave a clinic on improvisation to the Normal 
West High School Jazz Band on February 9, and will work 
with the group again on March 2.  This marks the third event 
in the series.   Bill also served as conductor and clinician for 
the Joliet All-City Junior High Orchestra Festival on February 
24.  Cliff  Hunt, an ISU alumnus and former bass student, 
has been teaching in Joliet since 2001.  Bill thanks him for the 
invitation and pleasure to work with the fine students of  the 
district!  Bill also gave a performance of  his original work, 
"Andalus" for solo bass, at the ISU Invitational Orchestra 
Festival on February 17.  The performance was received with 
great enthusiasm and a standing ovation!  Finally, Bill has 
contributed 3 each of  his four CDs and a private lesson to the 
Central Illinois Youth Symphony fund raiser event. 
Martha Horst’s Cloud Gate for chamber orchestra will be 
premiered by the Chicago Composers Orchestra on April 
22 at 7:30 pm in St. James Episcopal Cathedral in Chicago.  
Cloud Gate (aka “The Bean”) was inspired by Anish Kapoor ‘s 
public sculpture of  the same name, located in Chicago’s 
Millennium Park. 
Leslie Manfredo, Assistant Director of  Choral Activities 
and Instructional Assistant Professor of  Choral Music 
Education, was invited to participate in the Illinois Licensure  
Campus Box 5660 •  Normal,  IL  •  61790-5660 •  309.438.7631
Glenn Block reports that the ISU Symphony Orchestra 
spent much of  February preparing their first concert cycle of  
Mozart's "Symphony No. 41" and the world premiere of  
Carl Schimmel's cello concerto "There Was, and There 
Was Not...," composed for Adriana Ransom.  In early 
February, the Symphony hosted the finals of  the annual 
School of  Music Concerto-Aria Competition, at which two 
former conducting alumni served on the Jury:  
Christopher Kelts (MM Conducting, 2006), currently 
Director of  Orchestras at Missouri State University; and 
Brian Dollinger (BM, MM, 2000) music director of  the 
Muscatine (IA), Clinton (IA), and Kamuela (HI) orchestras.  
February also welcomed the 8th Annual Invitational High 
School Orchestra Festival, bringing more than 200 orchestra 
students from three suburban Chicago high schools to 
campus for clinics, rehearsals, and a Festival Concert in the 
CPA Concert Hall.  The ISU Symphony has also been 
preparing the musical "1776," which opens March 3 for 8 
performances. 
David Collier performed with the Heartland Festival 
Orchestra on January 7, the Peoria Symphony on February 
11, and the Illinois Symphony on January 20-21 and 
February 24-25.  In January, he adjudicated at the ILMEA 
All-State Conference in Peoria.  David and Ben Stiers took 
7 students to Northern Illinois University on February 4 for 
the Illinois PAS Day of  Percussion.  While there, members 
of  the ISU Percussion Studio performed the quartet 
"Extremes" and joined in the mass percussion ensemble 
featuring students from ISU, NIU, UIUC, WIU, and EIU. 
To round out the month of  February, David was joined by 
Tuyen Tonnu (piano) Chungg-Hi Kim (piano) and Jeremy 
Brunk (percussion), both of  Millikin University, for a 
performance of  Bartok's Sonata for two pianos and percussion. 
Sarah Gentry reports that the ISU Violin Studio gave a 
studio recital on February 27 in Kemp Recital Hall.  
Students performed duets, trios, and quartets by Telemann, 
Vivaldi, Bartok, Shostakovich, and more.  The variety of  
music made for a great evening and a great concert. 
Sarah Gentry with the ISU Violin Studio.
Kevin Hart and Friends, with Tom Marko on drums.
Illinois State University • School of Music Faculty Newsletter
 March 2017
Testing Standards (ILTS) Item Review Conference, held in 
Springfield, as a member of  the Content Advisory 
Committee in the area of  performing arts/music.  Leslie also 
served as an adjudicator for the Illinois Grade School Music 
Association (IGSMA) solo and ensemble contest held at 
Kingsley Jr. High School in Normal. 
Tom Marko’s album “Inner Light” continues to get radio 
airplay around the globe.  Eleven weeks after its release, it is 
sitting at number 94 on the 13-week chart at JazzWeek.com. 
Adriana La Rosa Ransom and Geoffrey Duce 
performed a guest artist recital at Truman State University, 
where Adriana also taught a masterclass.  She also reports 
that music therapy students Lauren Crumble and Ericka 
Clara were joined by saxophonists Christine Ewald and 
Devin Cano for the first 2017 Redbird Road Concert on 
Valentine’s Day at Wood Hill Towers in Bloomington. 
Carl Schimmel attended NOW Ensemble's performance 
of  his work, "An Illustrated Ontogeny of  the Flower Snark," 
at Denison University's TUTTI Festival in February.  He 
also gave a presentation at Western Michigan University. 
Adriana Ransom gave the premiere of  his work, "There 
Was, and There Was Not," with Glenn Block and the ISU 
Symphony Orchestra.  Finally, Kim Risinger premiered his 
work "Nixie" on her February recital.  Carl thanks Kim, 
Adriana, and Glenn for their outstanding performances!  
Lastly, Carl is honored to have been awarded a Goddard 
Lieberson Fellowship from the American Academy of  Arts 
and Letters.  The $15,000 fellowship is awarded annually by 
the Academy to "mid-career composers of  exceptional gifts.”  
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Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates 
3/3	 1776! @ 7:30pm, CPA Theatre 
3/4	 1776! @ 7:30pm, CPA Theatre 
3/5	 1776! @ 2pm, CPA Theatre 
3/5	 Chamber Winds @ 7pm, KRH 
3/7	 1776! @ 7:30pm, CPA Theatre 
3/8	 1776! @ 7:30pm, CPA Theatre 
3/8	 Symphonic Band/Univ Band @ 8pm, CPA 
3/9	 1776! @ 7:30pm, CPA Theatre 
3/9	 Faculty Jazz @ 8pm, KRH 
3/10	 1776! @ 7:30pm, CPA Theatre 
3/26	 REDNOTE @ 8pm, KRH 
3/27	 REDNOTE @ 7pm, CPA 
3/28	 Convocation Recital @ 11am, CPA 
3/28	 REDNOTE @ 8pm, KRH 
3/29	 REDNOTE @ 8pm, KRH 
3/29	 Pei-Chun Liao (piano) @ 8pm, CPA 
3/30	 REDNOTE @ 8pm, KRH 
3/31	 Schachtschneider/Hansen @ 7pm, KRH 
4/1	 Audition Day @ 9am, CPA 
4/2	 Belle Voix & Glee Clubs, 3pm, CPA 
4/2	 Wind Sym/Sym Winds @ 7pm, CPA 
4/3	 Guitar Ensemble @ 7:30pm, KRH 
4/5	 Faculty Brass Quintet, 8pm, CPA 
4/6	 Pablo Rincón (horn) @ 6pm, KRH 
4/6	 Piano Project @ 7:30pm, KRH 
Upcoming Events and the University 
Calendar!   
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 
225 will be listed on the University Calendar.  
Please check your events for accuracy and let Peggy know 
if  corrections need to be made.  If  your event does not yet 
have a description included, send text to Peggy so that 
she may add it to your event announcement.   
Lauren Crumble and Erika Clara performing at Wood Hill Towers.
Remaining	Audition	Date		 	Saturday,	4/1/17	 	
